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A mesmerizing collection of photographs of Rodin's sculpture, taken at the MusÃ©e Rodin and at

the MusÃ©e du Luxembourg, Paris.It was a chance visit to the MusÃ©e Rodin nearly ten years ago

that sparked Jennifer Gough-Cooper's renewed interest in photography, and the exceptional results

will be exhibited at the museum this autumn. Her photographs of such works as The Kiss and Adam

and Eve reveal the beauty of the stone, the light from the grand eighteenth-century windows, and

the movement of the visitors in the room, to create soft Impressionist forms with a wonderful

painterly quality.A thought-provoking text by Geoff Dyer makes us realize how photographs of

sculpture can reveal qualities in these works of art that are often not immediately apparent. As he

writes, the photographs enable us to gaze on Rodin's sculpture "with the same intensity and

absorption that he regarded&#151;in very different ways&#151;the men and women who modeled

for him. What Gough-Cooper has photographed is nothing less than the awakening of stone, stone

awakening to the camera's touch." 73 color illustrations.
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Criticism

I have a serious collection of Rodin books and look forward to every new one that is published, so I

was anxious to get this book. Unfortunately the book is a major disappointment. While a few of the

photographs are interesting, the majority are an embarrassment - no better, and often worse, than

any museum goer could take with a simple point & shoot digital camera.It seems apparent that the

photographer, Jennifer Gough-Cooper, was not given serious access for photographing the



sculptures. She had to shoot through the glass display cases just like any museum goer and, for

whatever reason, she does not use a polarizing filter. In many photographs the results are

reflections which obliterate the sculpture itself, because of the reflections from the glass cases.And

the "soft focus" of some of the photographs seems more attributable to using an auto focus camera

and the problems of shooting through glass than any artistic decision. Of the many other Rodin

books that I own, none has such poor photography though admittedly not all are of the high quality

of David Finn's photographs.

I take issue with the other review of this book. The reviewer seems to expect this book to be

something it clearly is not, nor ever intended to be. Jennifer Gough-Cooper is a fine art

photographer who created an absolutely beautiful series of photographs about the experience of

seeing Rodin's work in the context of the Rodin Museum, with all its wood floors, French windows,

glass vitrines, antique mirrors and mouldings. The photos are not about having "special access" and

taking the works out of their context to give a sterile "objective" perspective. In terms of the "soft

focus," this is an intentional product of the artist's choice of a shallow depth of field. The images in

this book are not documentation, but fine art. In fact, the Rodin Museum chose to exhibit these

photographs in their museum and acquire a set for their permanent collection. This book is pure

poetry and I highly recommend it.

This is an OK book. The pics are not crisp but the content is interesting.
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